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St. Paul 's Letter 

Dear Colleagues in ministry, 
 
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America has opinions on social issues.  Iõm not 
sure everyone is aware of that.  If you go to http://www.elca.org/socialstatements/  
you will find the list of 8 social policy documents the ELCA has developed over the 
past 17 years.*  In addition there are three in process: education, sexuality, and genet-
ics.   
 
The opinions stated in these social statements are developed by a group of both lay 
and clergy, academic and nonacademic, experts and non-experts in the given area of 
concern.  These people gather over several years to study, reflect, and discern the par-
ticular issue and how God through scripture, history, and our neighbor is directing us 
to respond.  Drafts of the documents are then sent to the congregations of the ELCA 
for study, reflection and comment.  These comments are evaluated and the statement 
is further developed into a finished document.  This document is voted on at the bi-
ennial church wide assembly.  It takes a 2/3 agreement of the assembly for the docu-
ment to become an official social statement of the church.   
 
Of course it takes more than a vote for a document to become the lived reality of the 
church. 
 
The social statements are at their best the churchõs bold gospel response to the bro-
kenness and sin in the world.   At their worst they are testaments to the churchõs luke-
warm and reluctant participation in addressing the deep injustices in our world. 
 
We have an opportunity to reflect on and then shape the social statement on sexuality 
that is in process.  The first draft of this statement is available at the above link.  Cop-
ies of the statement are also available on the table in the narthex.  We will meet in the 
late spring, early summer to reflect on the content of the statement and to send our 
comments/critiques to the committee.  Dates for those conversations will be an-
nounced in late April.   
 
In the mean time read the document, make notes and have conversations with others 
about what the document says about our understanding of being created human, be-
ing created sexual, and being baptized in Christ.  Read the document as a work in 
progress, as a continuing conversation on living faithfully, and as an opportunity to 
live the gospel boldly. 
 
In the midst of life together, 
Pr. Sheri 
 
ELCA ð draft of the Human Sexuality Social Statement can be downloaded @ 

http://www.elca.org/faithfuljourney/ 
 
*for those of you who donõt use the computer the list of ELCA social statements are 
on:  abortion; church in society; death penalty; economic life; environment; health 
and healthcare; peace; race, ethnicity and culture.  If you would like copies of these 
statements please see Pr. Sheri, she has packets with all these important statements. 

http://www.elca.org/socialstatements/
http://www.elca.org/faithfuljourney/
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WOMENõS L ITURGY  

Friday, April 25, 2008. 

 

A women's liturgy will held in the chapel at 

the church 7 pm. 

 I am delighted to share with you, that Ra-

chel Wind, one of our seminarians, will be 

our liturgist.  

Seminary classes will be done in May, so this 

will be one of our last opportunities to say 

thanks to Rachel for being part of our con-

gregation this past year. 

Please join us in celebrating Rachel's ministry 

among us  and to bless her on her way. 

SAVE THE DATES: 

 

SUNDAY MAY 4 ð 9:15 AM 

WELCOME BREAKFAST  

SUNDAY MAY 11 ð 10:30 AM 

GLOBAL PENTECOST 

WORSHIP 

Women of the ELCA 

 

Better weather is due in April, 

our gathering will be Tuesday the 

8th at 6:30 pm. Gudrun 

Geldzahler will be our hostess. 

Her address is 1725 Colonial 

Lane, Northfield. Call 847-446-

6211 for directions or Joan to 

carpool. 

Mar
ch 

is 
Wom

anõ
s H

ist
ory

 

Month so our program in April 

will center on special women we 

remember and celebrate. 

All are welcome.     

Joan Brandt, Pres. 

STONE SOUP ð 

 ADVOCACY DINNER  

WEDNESDAY  APRIL  23, 

 6:30 PM IN  THE  FELLOW-

SHIP HALL . 

 
Bring a can or bag of frozen vege-

tables to church on Sunday, April 

20 to add to the soup pot for din-

ner on Wednesday.  There will be 

a choice of vegetarian (and not) 

soup along with bread and butter.  

Following our meal we will write 

letters to our elected officials to 

ask for legislative action to reduce 

hunger in our state and nation.  

All letter writing materials will be 

provided along with names and 

addresses of those who need to 

receive our letters. 

There will a supervised activity for 

children too young to write letters.  

Bring a friend!   
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SATURDAY SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 

 

SATURDAY APRIL 19 
10 AM TO 12 NOON 

 
 

EARTH DAY!  On this Saturday Sunday 
School weõll learn the story of creation, 
what it means to take care of  the earth, 
and make a special wind sock to watch the 
ôbreath of Godõ move through the trees.  
Weõll share a special snack and have fun 
with friends.   

ISLAM 101 ð SEMINARIAN  ZACH PARRIS 
BEGINNING  APRIL  6TH  IMMEDIATELY  AFTER WORSHIP 

 
Each Sunday in April following worship Zach will lead us in learning and reflecting on 
Islam; a faith that shares with Christianity and Judaism a common father, Abraham.  
Paper copies of  the reading materials are available on the table in the narthex.   
 
Learning about Islam is imperative for at least two reasons: 1. loving our neighbors 
compels us to understand their faith. 2. in the next year a Muslim community will join 
the many faith communities of  Evanston.  The Dar-Us-Sunnah Masjid and Commu-
nity Center have purchased a building on Brown St in Evanston and is in the process 
of  remodeling.  Join us for this special learning event. 

CONFIRMATION  ALL  N IGHT  LESSON 
 

FRIDAY  APRIL  11, 5 PM  TO 
 SATURDAY  APRIL  12. 8 AM 

 
Weõll start with dinner  

and end with breakfast ð  
and have fun in between! 
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Synodical Hearing on the  
Draft Social Statement on Human Sexuality 

A listening post to hear member feedback on the text of  the draft statement 
 

The synod office invites you to participate in the next step of  the develop-
ment of  the ELCA Social Statement on Human Sexuality.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WHEN:  Tuesday, April 15, 2008 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm 
WHERE:  All Saints Lutheran Church 
  630 South Quentin Road Palatine, IL 60067 847-991-2080 
WHY: The ELCA is writing a social statement on human sexuality.  We 

need your input on the draft.  How can it be strengthened?  
What is missing that should be said?  A representative of  the 
task force will be present and a written record of  comments will 
be prepared. 

 
How You Can Participate in the Hearing 

Read a copy of  the draft statement. 
Come to the hearing.  Speak and listen. 

 
How to Get a Copy of  the Draft Statement 

Download it at www.elca.org/faithfuljourney. 
A single complimentary copy can be ordered by calling 800-638-3522 ext. 2996. 
For multiple copies call Augsburg Fortress (800-328-4648) and ask forDraft of  a 

Social Statement on Human Sexuality,  item number 978-6-0002-2079-2, cost is 
$0.25 per copy. 

 
 

For additional information about the synodical hearings please visit: 
 

www.elca.org/faithfuljourney  

http://www.elca.org/faithfuljourney
http://www.elca.org/../Local%20Settings/Temp/XPgrpwise/www.elca.org/faithfuljourney

