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Dear Colleagues in ministry,

The Evangelical Lut heran Church in
sure everyone is aware of that. If you gétpo’/www.elca.org/socialstatements/
you will find the list of 8 social policy documents the ELCA has developed ov

/

or

past 17 years.* In addition there are three in process: education, sexuality, and

ics.

The opinions stated in these social statements are developed by a group of
and clergy, academic and nonacademic, experts angbais in the given area o
concern. These people gather over several years to study, reflect, and disce
ticular issue and how God through scripture, history, and our neighbor is dire
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to respond. Drafts of the documents are then sent to the congregations of the E

for study, reflection and comment. These comments are evaluated and the S
is further developed into a finished document. This document is voted on at
ennial church wide assembly. It takes a 2/3 agreement of the assembly for tt
ment to become an official social statement of the church.
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Of course it takes more than a vote for a document to become the lived reality of

church.
The soci al statements are at their
kenness and sin in the worl d. At

warm and reluctant participation in addressing the deep injustices in our world.

We have an opportunity to reflect on and then shape the social statement on
that is in process. The first draft of this statement is available at the above lir
ies of the statement are also available on the table in the narthex. We will m
late spring, early summer to reflect on the content of the statement and to se
comments/critiques to the committee. Dates for those conversations will be &
nounced in late April.
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In the mean time read the document, make notes and have conversations with o

about what the document says about our understanding of being created hur
ing created sexual, and being baptized in Christ. Read the document as a w

nan
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progress, as a continuing conversation on living faithfully, and as an opportunity

live the gospel boldly.

In the midst of life together,
Pr. Sheri

ELCA & draft of the Human Sexuality Social Statement can be downloaded @
http://www.elca.org/faithfuljourney/

*for those of you who dondt wuse th
on: abortion; church in society; death penalty; economic life; environment; he
and healthcare; peace; race, ethnicity and culture. If you would like copies o
statements please see Pr. Sheri, she has packets with all these important ste
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http://www.elca.org/socialstatements/
http://www.elca.org/faithfuljourney/
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CONFIRMATION ALL NIGHT LESSON

|

— FRIDAY APRIL 11, 5 PMTO
—4 SATURDAY APRIL 12. 8 AM
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We 06 | | start wi t
and end with breakfast
and have fun in between!
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SATURDAY SUNDAY
SCHOOL

SATURDAY APRIL 19
10 AM TO 12 NOON r

.“l

EARTH DAY! On this Saturday Sunda(
School we 6| | | ear n
what it means to take care of the earth{
and make a special wind sock to watch

Obreath of Godd m
We 6 | | share a spe

with friends.
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ISLAM 1010 SEMINARIAN ZACH PARRIS
BEGINNING APRIL 6™ IMMEDIATELY AFTER WORSHIP

4 H 1 N

Each Sunday in April following worship Zach will lead us in learning and refleq
Islam; a faith that shares with Christianity and Judaism a common father, Abr
Paper copies of the reading materials are available on the table in the narthe

-
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Learning about Islam is imperative for at least two reasons: 1. loving our neig
compels us to understand their faith. 2. in the next year a Muslim community
the many faith communities of Evanston. ThelBsBunnah Masjid and Commu
nity Center have purchased a building on Brown St in Evanston and is in the
of remodeling. Join us for this special learning event.
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Synodical Hearing on the

Draft Social Statement on Human Sexuality
A listening post to hear member feedback on the text of the draft statement

The synod office invites you to participate in the next step of the develop-
ment of the ELCA Social Statement on Human Sexuality.

WHEN: Tuesday, April 15, 2008 7:30 pn®:00 pm

ps WHERE: All Saints Lutheran Church

630 South Quentin Road Palatine, IL 6006-B84Z080
@M WHY: The ELCA is writing a social statement on human sexuality. We
need your input on the draft. How can it be strengthened?
What is missing that should be said? A representative of the
task force will be present and a written record of comments will
be prepared.

How You Can Participate in the Hearing
Read a copy of the draft statement.
Come to the hearing. Speak and listen.

Download it atvww.elca.org/faithfuljourney

A single complimentary copy can be ordered by call6g88522 ext. 2996.

For multiple copies call Augsburg Fortress328@648) and ask forDraft of a
Social Statement on Human Sexuality, item numb&090220792, cost is
$0.25 per copy.

For additional information about the synodical hearings please visit:

www.elca.org/faithfuljourney
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