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Lent

We struggle to set aside a few minutes
week for the sake of another. Yetin J¢
sus we have One who willingly lays as
anything that insulates him from our vu
going to come t o u serabilitya@Gbddbecomes whatweaare s
to be. Mother and father, fleshdbone, that we might know the fullness and
hungry, cold, wet, laughing, longing, feareompleteness of Holy love.

ful, crying, ecstatic,
painful messy body.
That ds the
even The C
escape the reality of t
creature.

Dear Colleagues in ministry,

Epiphany is a season of incarnadion
God comes to us. Himeflesh. If God is

If we are going to be
for-eachother as God
in Jesus is fars we

too must contend with
the constraints of time,
place, and space. How
are we going to live the
love of God with in the
place, time, and space
that we inhabit? That
is one of the questions
the journey of Lent
poses. ltis the life
journey lived in full
solidarity with God and
the other. What does
that look like, feel like,
for us in our place,
time and space? Deef
guestions to reflect on
together.

Lent is another seaso
of incarnation. Our n
theflesh God must
come into the particu-
larity of our life. To a
particular place, a spe
cific time, and a defini
space. God may be b
yond history but we al
not. God may be
unlimited, but we are
not. God may be infi-
nite, but we are not. ¢
if God is going to com
to us, God is going to
have to deal with the
particulars of our life. We mustcontend Sundayds i n

Lent

with the constraints of geography, historysisters on the journey for 45 minutes of

and chronology, and so ourtheflesh
God does too.

bible study and reflection on the ques-
tions of Lent (in the chapel following
wor ship). Wednes
The more | live the more deeply | won- gather for a time of prayer and reflectiq
der at Godds compl astwe wosship usingdiolden Byvening
human beings. We can barely muster thrayer.

energy to gather for one hour a week to

be in solidarity with each other and God. Peace in 20@8Pr. Sheri
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Time on our hand® By Melissa Gauger
Time in Western societies is precious. We nev ot better time to have a proaram abot
can have enough of it. It can be said that we an Q Thursday. F P 2 h
society that is oti maOVSS‘%”r yrsaay. RPé“@“é]rt ‘an tim
and smel | 1 lilentheblankts ,  @rbichéhd dpfke Will be our hostess (2601
do. 60n the other handpaklpBR Efansth) dnd 9dieleBolff(S 0 C I
that are otime richbo Willg-i(/é‘o%Mess]arﬁve ti me o ta
We also have a change in time. We wil
meet afl:00pmfor an afternoon get to-
gether, dessert and coffee.
By Joan Brandt, Pres.
Council Notes
By Nancy Hoffman
Council met on December 20.
Council members reviewed the finaritials
we are significantly ahead of budget for the
year. Even with the loss of Berhane Won-
. ) gel income, our income should exceed our
length to their neighbors (even sit down for COﬁ%@(penseS for the year (against a budgeted
with them!), calmly deal with issues like crying B@sficit of $8,500 for the year). The congfe-
bies, cattlg and the gqrden. They grow the rOS&Sation has really stepped up. We see this as
that we wish we had time to smell. a sign of renewed confidence and exciter
. . ment about our future. . .
The irony is that the otime richo sociejties
the poorest (monetarily) | have ever seen. PEQRIE gheri reported that the Wednesday
that are living in the worst imaginable condition%ight Advent gatherings went very well
but have the time to meet and talk to a total They were well attended and provided a
stranger. very nice time for fellowship and reflectign.
Whatos the point? The Congregational Life Committee has
_ prepared gift bags for the Warming Center
It is wonderful and we are blessed that a congr&gas were distributed on Christmas. Addi-
tion of our size can fund and support our congrgignal gift cards were donated to the Salva-
gation as well as tithe to our local synod that in| jon Army for distribution to local families.
turn, supports churches and programs locally and
throughout the world. Council discussed the Annual Meeting
. . _ January 27). Pr. Sheri suggested that we
As we continue our discussions around StewarQise the meeting to begin a discussion alhout
ship, please remember that your time is just as B{fplans for the building. Over the past
cious as your financial contripution. If you treasg,q years, we have made significant im-
ure your time, make an offering of your time. | 55\;ements/renovations through a series
There are many opportunities that exist both | | 5t smaller projects. Now it is time to begin
within our walls and outside of them. These OPgiscussing and planning for more extensjve
portunities will not only enrich you, they will en- projects, especially the sanctuary.
rich the ones that you serve.
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World Day of Prayer

will be onFriday, March 7th.Church Woman
United will be presenting the program and St Paul

is the host church. A déglorifiedo
9:30amwill proceed the program. If you are able

to assist the Women of the ELCA in this endeavor

please contact Gretchen Leppke or Joan Brandt

cof fee

SATURDAY SUNDAY SCHOOL

Saturday, February 1§ 10 am to 12 noon

Who are Valentine and Patrick and why do we call them Saint?

What makes a person a saint and why do we celebrate their life a thousand years after they,
Wedl |l have a green scavenger h udredarawhite snack

or green? Youdll have to come to

Rath Ded Ort

find

out
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