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St. Paul 's Letter 

Patience is the companion of wisdom.      St. Augustine 
 
 
 
Dear colleagues in ministry, 
 
Itõs been a long political season ð and it seems we still have a bit longer to go.  I donõt 
hear much political talk around St. Paulõs, which isnõt unusual.  Most of us were taught 
not to mix politics and religion.  Of course we have taken it to the extreme:  we end up 
not talking about our politics OR our religion.  The result of not talking is we form 
opinions and acquire attitudes and make judgments based only on our singular experi-
ence and limited reasoning.  What we see as the only way or the right way or the best 
way is informed only by our own experience, wants, desires, version of reality.     
 
Then there is the information ôsound biteõ.  We live in the information age ð which has 
created an illusion that not only is it possible for someone to know everything, but de-
sirable.  Since knowing everything takes time ð something we still have a finite amount 
of, we confuse knowing with gathering information in ôsound bitesõ.  So little time, so 
much (mis)information.  My favorite preaching professor told us that if you canõt say it 
in 10 minutes (referring to sermons) then we shouldnõt say it at all.  It was his unfortu-
nate concession to the information age. But we all know that is not true.  Important 
issues, complex topics, meaningful discourse takes longer and more sustained listening, 
dialogue and reflection.  
 
The most open, and exciting, discussion of politics and religion Iõve had around church 
happened over the course of three confirmation classes a couple of years ago.  The kids 
didnõt seem to feel that being quiet about their opinions would make things better.  
They certainly didnõt worry about offending anyone (especially the pastor!)  But they 
also were willing to be somewhat vulnerable to the opinions and experiences of others.   
And that is the crux of the difference between information and knowledge.  Having 
information doesnõt necessarily make us knowledgeable, wise, or better people.  Taking 
information into real life, intentional conversations, listening to the experience of oth-
ers, and reflecting on and sharing our own experience (or lack of experience)ð creates 
knowledge, wisdom, and, by the way, a civil community.  And it takes more than a 30 
second sound bite to achieve. 
 
You will find in this newsletter a letter from Bishop Wayne Miller encouraging the 
ELCA congregations of the Metro Chicago Synod to declare Trinity Sunday, May 18th a 
day of solidarity with Trinity United Church of Christ congregation on Chicagoõs 
Southside.  We are full communion partners with United Church of Christ and as many 
of you know this congregation and their Senior Pastor, Rev. Jeremiah Wright, have 
been the victims of too many sound bites of ôinformationõ and not enough knowledge 
and wisdom. In his letter he encourages us to take this opportunity to grow knowledge 
through thoughtful dialogue, reflection, and experience.  St. Paulõs will participate in 
this opportunity in our worship and in a forum offered following worship.  Look for 
more information about this day in up coming bulletins. 
Peace     -      Pr. Sheri 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quotes/Saint_Augustine/


 

SATURDAY SUNDAY  
SCHOOL 

 
Saturday May 17, 10 am to 12 noon 

Pentecost ð following Jesus 

 
This last Saturday Sunday School of the school year we will celebrate  

following Jesus through stories, 
 a game of hide and seek, and making a special banner for worship. 

Join Pr. Sheri and bring a friend. 


