ST PAULES
LUTHERAN
CHURCHOF

EVANSTON

1004 GREENWOOIST.
BvaNsTONIL 60201

ADULTEDUCATION
9:15 AM
SUNDAYWORSHIP
10:30 AM.

OFFICEHOURS
TUESDAYTHURSDAY
9 AM-4 PMm

PHONE 847.475.3403
Fax 847.475.3550

WEB.

www.Sstpaulevanston.org

E-mAIL

pastor@stpaulevanston.org

office@stpaulevanston.org

Sheri Delvin,
Pastor

Kurt H. Westerberg,
Director of Music
Marlene Miloch
Parish Assistant

Melissa Gauger,
Congregational President
Lisa Bedner,
Congregational Vice
President

Bill Kastilahn,
Treasurer

Sue Salisbury,
Secretary

Debbie Nelson,
Financial Secretary,
Nancy Hoffman,
Harvey Wolf,

Paula Ketcham
Chuck Hewitt
Council Members

St. Paul 's Letter

SEPTEMBERVOLUMEL3 ISSUES

A word is not a crystal, transparent and unchanged; it is the skin of a living thouc
greatly in color and content according to the circumstances and the @treein whick
Wendell Holmes

Dear Colleagues in ministry,
discipleship, stewardship, membership, fellowship, worship

Two Saturdays this summer the congregational council gathered to learn new le;
ship skills to |ead St. Paul ds peolpl
flected on where we have been, where we are, and where we are going. Itwas
ing to hear people talkotabonlty hwiwat t
as a community but how St. Paul ds |ha

When the council started to talk about where we saw ourselves going (and grow
as a community we ran into a little obstacle, vocabulary. Specifically words like 1
ones at the top of this page. They arenigh c hur c hdé wor ds, D U
words to which the church has laid claim. | personally like the words and think tt
convey a strong meaning. But I am v
words without fully explaining how | mean them, people could/would misunder-
stand. Each one of the above words has multiple and varied meanings, meanin
dondt always have much to do with |ei

Take the wordliscjpleship. When you hear the word do you think of Peter, An{
drew, and Matthew and maybe Mary, a time long ago and a life that is very dista
and different from yours? Or do you think of your own life, here and now and|hov
the decisions, priorities and purpose of your life reveal Christ?

And dondt get meaendrstip The dvordbnmembetstep triggens o
an avalanche of emotional reactimmo st of it negative.
membership as simply a two way street of accountability and responsibility. My
membership makes me accountable and responsible to the organization or comi
nity of which I am a member and the organization or community accountable|anc
responsible to me. But that is not how many (most?) people understand membe

in a church or congregationinthg@le nt ur vy . I 6d |1 ke |tc
derstand member shi p, but so far | h a
ries.

The word that got the council i nt o| &

It seems the word, with a huge assist from the church institution, has taken on th
singular and to some, alarming, meaning of maseag giving it. And of course
stewardshipa b o ut mo n e pnhabouBnorney ar ¢veni psnraidyt about
money. A steward is some one who has been placed in a position of taking ¢are
what belongs to someone else. And the biblical meaning of the word implies|tha
steward is to treat what he/she is in charge of as if it were their own. The biblica
meaning of the word steward confers a very high level of authority, responsihility
trust. Similar to the authority, r e
(Great stewardship story: GenesiS®B9
Continued on the next page=F=:>




As Christians we believe (an assumption I 6m w
stewards of our life. All of our life: every penny and every minute, every relationship, every possessio
our mind and our body are ours to take care of, but all of it will eventually return to the One from whor
It is why, when people at the end of life in this world are asked what they would do differently if they c
their |ives over, the most common response do
do differently is:

| would love more freely, | would be more generous, | would forgive more quickly, | would shars
and care more and laugh more.

If we are practicing stewardship of all of the above in our life together, money is a resource in the mid
resources God has graced us with. I f we areno
money is the least of our problems.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God . . . and the Won
became flesh and lived among us . . . full of grace and truth. The Gospel According to
Peace,

Pr. Sheri
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Sowing Seeds of Care
SUNDAY , SEPTEMBER 28, 2008-#
Handson Habitat Restoration with the Evanston Interreligious Sustainability Circle

Harms Woods Forest Preserve
Meet at the Forest Preserve parking lot on the west side of Harms Road, just south of Glenview d&oad

Most of the original landscape of_ the Chicago regigégradation. In order to restore ecosystems,
was lost before 1900, due to agriculture. invasive plants often must be removed:and natural

Then, the vision of farsighted Chicago leaders froprocesses that have been repressed must be reintr
the early 1900s created a vast system of over  duced.

Come

O-

200,000 protected acres throughout our region. Habitat restoration is FUN! It is an activity‘appropriate

Today these precious landscapes are threatened for young people (generally ten and older)

Development sprawl, loss of habitat, and fragmenémd senior citizens. This habitat restoration afternopn

tion will offer three alternative activities: cutting

of remaining habitat has put many species at down Buckthorn bushes; pulling up Garlic Mustard
risk. Much of the scenic beauty and the rich varietylants; and sowing seeds of native species that

of ecosystems in ouriforest preserves has also  were collected last fall.

declined significantly with the encroachment of ' For more informatjon call.Steve Perkins at
invasive plant species, largely due to the suppress$ins)269t 0 5-57, or - email t o:
of natural processes such as fire. like to know how:many people are coming. But,
Ecological restoration is/about reversing human- most important; just-come. Rémember, the short
caused religious ceremony will startiat about 1:15.

ste




Mark this date on your calendaresday, September®at 7:00 pmKathy Kastilahn is going to be our speaker.
Her subject wildl be 0The Ins and Outs of the |Lut
zine with you. Mary Williams will be our hostess (2320 Central Street Evanr86#L3B24). Gretchen LeppKe
will have devotions.
Mel i ssa Gawuger wil |l be our speaker on Tuesday| Oc
Pres. Joan Brandt
THE ZYGON CENTER FOR One more thankou to Peter and Martha Han-
RELIGION AND SCIENCE son for hosting a memorable choir party in June.
PRESENTS It doesn't seem that long ago!
THE EPIC OF CREATION
Scientific, Biblical and Theological It is time to look ahead to another choir season:
Perspectives on Our Origins St. Paul's Senior Choir will rehearse on Sunday,
September 7 @ 9:45 a.m. and sing the seryice on
Monday Evenings;I0 pm that day. The first Wednesday rehearsal will be
September 8 to December 1, 2008 on September 10 @ 7:30 p.m.
At
Lutheran School of theology at Chicago
Common Room (#350) CHURCH WOMAN UNITED IN EVANSTON
110 East 55th Street HUMAN RIGHTS CELEBRATION ~ 2008
Chicago, IL 60615 FRIDAY, SSPTEMBER19, 2008
We invite you to a unique lecture series on the «God’s Wisdom Honors Chﬂdtea .
Epic of Creation that will present the scientific story of the
emergence and evolution of the universe, life and humans: exe- St. Nicholas Catholic Church
geses of the biblical story of creation: and theological reflection 806 Ridge Avenue, Evanston
on the stories. 1:00 ~ Registration $5.00
1:30 ~ Program following by refreshments
See the lecture schedule on the Education Reservations by Friday, September 12, 2008
Matters bulletin board in the hall by the library Call 8478698015
FINANCE AT A GLANCE
REGULAR GIVING BUDGET DIFFERENCE LAST YEAR S GIVING
July 2008 July 2007
$17,016.00 $17,500.00 - $484.00 $19,266.00
YTD BUDGET YTD GIVING
$ 124,000.00 $ 125,350.00
Thank you for your continued generous support of our mission and ministry.




