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St. Paul 's Letter 
Dear Colleagues in Ministry, 
 
Iõm writing this the first week of February, after an 8-inch snowfall followed by 
freezing temperatures.  For the past 15 minutes the parking officers of Evans-
ton have been sounding a siren and announcing on their PA system that there 
is a ôsnow emergencyõ and all cars parked on the South side of Maple will be 
ticketed and towed.   
 
Luckily I walked to work, slip sliding over sidewalks that are encrusted with at 
least an inch of ice. 
 
This is the worst winter in the 10 years Rick and I have lived here. 
 
The worst really isnõt the snow and cold ð I now know what rough, dry skin 
really is!  The worst is no sunshine.  What happened to the sun?  Did it decide 
to go somewhere else for the winter ð Florida, perhaps, with everyone else?   
 
The two major holy days for Christians have a strong connection to the sea-
sons and the natural world.  The Advent/Christmas seasonõs images of dark-
ness and light correspond to the long dark days of winter. The Lent/Easter 
seasonõs images lift up the slowly lengthening and light-filled days of spring. 
(Lent comes from the word meaning ôlengthenó.) 
 
This winter I get it ð more than any other winter, what it means to yearn for 
sunshine.  I understand in a way I never have before the body and soulõs long-
ing for warmth and light and life. 
 
I resonate to this hymn line as never before: 
 
 In thee is gladness amid all sadness, Jesus, sunshine of my heart.   
 
I hope by the time you read this we have had some days of sunshine.   But 
even more I hope you have moments of knowing the gladness of Jesusõ pres-
ence and light and life. 
 
Craving ôThe Sunshineó, 
 
Pr. Sheri 
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March Birthday  
Celebrations 

MacKenzie Wade    3/1 
Walter Geldzahler    3/6 
Clara Williamson    3/8 
Christoph Bruns    3/18 
Mary Ovington     3/25 
Larry Gartman     3/30 

World Day of  Prayer  
The Women of Guyana invite you to join us on Friday. 
March 7 for the World Day of Prayer service here  at 
St. Paul's.  Registration is at 9:30 am  ( $5.00)  The 
prayer service starts at 10:00 am and St. Paul's women 
are providing a special coffee hour after the ser-
vice.    The  prayer service was prepared for Church 
Women United and the theme is God's Wisdom pro-
vides  Understanding.    It is a moving program 
with  prayers for the world's people in need,  There also 
will be slides showing scenes from the country.  

     The Cooperative Republic of Guyana is a tropical 
country and the only English speaking one  in South 
America. It is next to Venezuela on the northeast coast 
of the continent and is generally considered to be part 
of the Caribbean. There are " six peoples " in Guyana, 
Amerindian, African, Chinese, East Indian, Portuguese 
and European., 
     This will be the last World Day of Prayer Service 
done by the Evanston CWU. The chapter will end its 
service and programming at the end of 2008 , after 
many years of dedicated work in Evanston.   
     Call 1.847.869.8015 for reservations  or  tell 
Gretchen Leppke.    Everyone is welcome.  

Our February get-together was cancelled 
due to bad weather. On March 7th the 
women of the ELCA are hosting Church 
Women United World Day of Prayer. 
With better weather due in April our gath-
ering will be Tuesday the 8th at 6:30 pm. 
Gudrun Geldzahler will be our hostess. Her 
address is 1725 Colonial Lane, Northfield. 
Call 847-446-6211 for directions or Joan to 
carpool. 
March is Womanõs History Month so our 
program in April will center on special 
women we remember and celebrate. 
All are welcome.    Joan Brandt, Pres. 
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SATURDAY SUNDAY SCHOOL 
SATURDAY MARCH 15, 10-12 NOON 

 
 
Holy Week is the most important week for Christians ð every-
where.  Pastor Sheri will take everyone on a walk through Holy 

Week where we will experiencing the days that led up to Jesusõ death and resurrection.  You are al-
ways welcome to bring a friend and we always have a good time together.  Just for fun we will deco-
rate special Easter Eggs that will remind us of Jesusõ special gift and promise to us.   

FROM THE  ALTAR  GUILDé 
 
During the season of Lent we reflect on our lives and the changes we hope to make in ourselves to be 
better human beings. 
We see the changes made by the Altar Guild that reflect this season of Lent. On Ash Wednesday the 
paraments were changed to purple, the color of penitence. We use the communion rail, kneeing hum-
bly to receive the body and blood of Christ. 
Each Sunday a banner by the organ depicts a different cross from our journey through Lent and we 
find ourselves beneath the cross of Jesus. 
Palm Sunday we adorn the altar in red, for passion. Palm branches enhance the chancel as we wel-
come Jesus into Jerusalem and begin Holy Week. 
At the conclusion of Maundy Thursday service we strip the altar. The candles are extinguished, the 
pipe organ is silenced and all of the linens, vassals and paraments are removed. A lone cross draped in 
blank remains in the sanctuary. The chancel remains so through Good Friday and the Easter Vigil. 
On Easter Sunday St. Paulõs becomes a celebration of the risen Christ with white paraments. The 
empty cross is surrounded by an array of beautiful flowers. Bells ring out. Alleluias are sung and our 
hearts are filled with joy.  

FEE-FI-FO-FUM  
 

God so loved the world é 
-John3:16 

 

We blame God for everything from tornadoes to tragic deaths. 
Many people view God as the giant from Jack and the Bean-
stalk: òFee-Fi-Fo-Fum, I smell the blood of an Englishman! Be 
he alive, or be he dead, Iõll have his bones to grind my bread.ó 
That would make some gruesome toast. 
 
Christõs death is shocking, but itõs exactly the opposite of an 
angry God who kills everyone who gets in the way. Itõs more 
like an old war movie where one soldier throw himself onto a 
grenade, allowing the rest of the platoon to live. Itõs because of 
love and care for you that Christ gave his life. Better yet he 
didnõt stay dead. Christ rose again. You will too. 
 
�*�R�G���R�I���/�R�Y�H�����,�·�P���V�R�U�U�\���I�R�U���E�O�D�P�L�Q�J���\�R�X���I�R�U���W�K�L�Q�J�V���W�K�D�W���D�U�H�Q�·�W���\�R�X�U���I�D�X�O�W����
Help me see the ways that you care for me. Amen 


